
I  wake up every morning and love coming to work because I have the best job in Columbus. Iôm 

grateful the citizens of our great city have placed their faith in me to set the guiding principles for 

the legal and prosecutorial direction of our cityôs law department.  I appreciate the fact that each 

day the City Attorneyôs office can significantly impact the quality of life of our residents and can 

be at the forefront of our communityôs efforts to help transform peopleôs lives for the better. 

I honestly believe that now, more than ever, we must stand together to lift up our family, friends, 

and neighbors. Whether itôs shutting down drug houses and businesses operating outside the law 

or filing lawsuits to protect the rights and interests of our city and residents, we will continue to 

look for innovative new ways to make Columbus an even better place to live. 

In my office hangs a photo of Robert F. Kennedy, with a quote of his, which reads, ñThere are 

those who look at things the way they are, and ask why? .... I dream of things that never were, 

and ask why not?ò 

When I look at the many challenges facing our community, it is the pursuit of justice for all that 

inspires me to askðnot just whyðbut why not?  

Why canôt we find consensus to pass common-sense gun reform that keeps dangerous weapons 

out of the hands of domestic abusers and other violent criminals? 

Why canôt we collaborate with our partners and stakeholders to address the opiate crisis from as 

many different angles as possible? 

Why canôt we find common ground to defend workersô rights, civil rights and healthcare rights? 

It is that aspirational examination of the way things are versus the way that perhaps they should 

be that has led our office to take action to address the pervasive gun violence in our society, to 

support legal efforts to protect funding for the basic healthcare needs of low-income, uninsured 

and underinsured individuals, and to lead the efforts in implementing the Franklin County 

Opiate Action Plan. 

I hope youôll take the time to read more about these and other initiatives in this latest e-

newsletter, as our office continues to focus on ways to help improve the safety and progress of 

our city.  Itôs a job that none of us in the City Attorneyôs office takes for granted. 
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W hile headlines such as the ones proclaiming ñjudge overturns Columbus bump stock banò 

and ñjudge rules bump stock ban in Columbus unconstitutionalò seemed to sensationalize 

what is an already polarizing topic, the reality of 

Columbus' newly enacted gun regulations is much 

different.  In May 2018, City Council passed four 

ordinances that made dozens of technical and 

substantive changes to the cityôs criminal codes 

related to firearms offenses.  After this range of 

common sense gun regulations went into effect in 

June, two groups, Ohioans for Concealed Carry and 

the Buckeye Firearms Foundation, sued the city on 

two provisions: the new weapons under disability 

statute that conforms city code with federal 

prohibitions, and the cityôs ban on so-called bump 

stocks, which are rate-of-fire acceleration devices that 

allow guns to approximate the firing rate of fully 

automatic assault weapons.  The plaintiffs prevailed 

on only one of those points: whether bump stocks are 

considered gun accessories or gun components.  

While the City Attorney argued that they were accessories, and cited the bump-stock 

manufacturersô own patent applications that called them accessories to help prove it, the trial 

court ruled they were components.  The City Attorneyôs office recently appealed this finding. 

So what seemed to get lost amid all the rhetoric was the fact that Columbus made dozens of 

code changes to make our community safer in the wake of tragedies such as the Las Vegas and 

Parkland mass shootings, and all but one either went unchallenged or was upheld by a court.  

The gun lobby chose to stand their ground in defending the rights of violent criminals and 

domestic abusers to keep firearms in the City of Columbus, even though federal law prohibits 

those convicted of domestic violence and other violent felonies from possessing firearms 

(these are the laws that are commonly referred to as ñweapons under disabilityò statutes).  The 

court agreed that Columbus had the authority to close the gap between already existing 

federal prohibitions and state law, which remained ñunduly laxò in preventing certain ex-

convicts and those who are subject of a protection order from possessing weapons.  

Some of the other carefully crafted regulations that went into effect in June include:  

¶ Adding seizure or forfeiture of weapons to the list of potential penalties against an 

offender who uses a weapon while committing negligent homicide, negligent assault or 

aggravated menacing. 

¶ New criminal penalties, including forfeiture of weapons and mandatory jail time, for 

someone who possesses a gun when violating a protection order. 

¶ Prohibitions against defacing the identification marks on a firearm.  

¶ Prohibiting people under 21 from purchasing or attempting to purchase a handgun.  

¶ New procedures for storing and returning surrendered firearms.  

¶ New criminal penalties for giving, selling or furnishing imitation firearms to minors, 

altering an imitation firearm, possessing an altered imitation firearm, or possessing an 

imitation firearm in a school safety zone, if that person displays, brandishes and/or  

claims itôs a real firearm. 
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      eeping guns out of the hands 

of criminals helps protect victims 

of domestic violence, law 

enforcement, and makes our 

community a safer place to live. 

Protecting our friends and 

neighbors from criminals with 

guns should be something we 

can all rally aroundðand we hope 

our laws can serve as a roadmap 

for other cities working to enact 

local gun regulations.  
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The Columbus City Attorneyôs Zone Initiative  is a unique program that focuses on 

neighborhoods.  Designed around the Columbus Police Division's organization of the city into 

five zones, the City Attorney has assigned a lawyer to each zone to work closely with law 

enforcement, the Division of Fire, Code Enforcement, the Health Department, community 

groups and residents to identify and address public nuisances that blight our streets and 

undermine neighborhood safety. 

Led by Section Chief Steve Dunbar, our Zone Initiative attorneys work closely with the 

community to understand the quality -of-life issues affecting each individual neighborhood in 

their zones and assist in addressing those issues through criminal and civil litigation.  

Whether it is abandoned and deteriorating properties, drug houses, non-compliant 

businesses, open dumping, street prostitution, illegal after -hours clubs, excessive noise or 

trash and debris, the Columbus City Attorneyôs office, through the Zone Initiative, seeks to 

eliminate these problems. 

So far this year, the Zone team has shut down seven problem businesses, six drug houses, and 

a nine-unit apartment building, along with filing lawsuits against two of the cityôs worst 

repeat code violators, targeting at least two dozen of their properties.  The City Attorney also 

was party to an agreement with InTown Suites, resulting in the national extended stay hotel 

chain investing close to $2.5 million for improvements to their two existing Columbus 

properties.  The agreement also mandated that the hotels implement a number of safety and 

security measures that were based upon security assessments conducted by the Columbus 

Division of Police. 

The improvements included customer check-in picture technology, advanced security 

cameras and license plate readers.  Read more about all the Zone Initiativeôs cases here and 

be sure to use the color-coded map below to contact your neighborhoodôs Zone attorney to 

report a non-emergency public nuisance. 

  

http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/
http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/
http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/
http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/
mailto:sdunbar@columbuspolice.org
mailto:kmdickerson@columbus.gov
mailto:sdunbar@columbuspolice.org
mailto:wasperlazza@columbus.gov
http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/zoneinitiative.aspx
http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/press.aspx


4 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !Ŏǝƻƴ 
The City Attorney's Office, through its role in 

helping implement the Franklin County Opiate 

Action Plan, recently secured 800 Deterra drug 

deactivation bags that are now being distributed 

to the public through the Columbus Division of 

Police and Division of Fire to encourage safe and 

responsible at-home drug disposal.  The 

Addiction Policy Forum , a federal policy group, 

and the Alcohol, Drug and Mental Health Board 

of Franklin County  (ADAMH) donated the bags 

free-of-charge to the city. 

The bags offer an easy-to-use, three-step process 

that works on pills, patches and liquids.  Drugs 

are placed in the pouch and warm water is added, 

rendering the drugs ñinert and non-retrievable.ò  

The pouch can then be discarded normally.  An 

FAQ on the use of the bags can be found at 

Deterraôs website.  

The drug disposal bags are being distributed by Columbus Police community liaison officers 

and through the Linden Safe Streets pilot program.  Division of Fire personnel are offering 

bags when they come into direct contact with residents and it must be emphasized that the 

bags are NOT being distributed directly from fire stations.  Residents also have the option of 

discarding unwanted medications at a number of permanent drop -off locations that can be 

found here. 
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L ast month, the City Attorney's Office secured 

a court order to vacate and shutter the High 

Five Spice Emporium,  a carryout store that 

plagued the Short North with violence and 

crime for years.  Itôs the seventh business City 

Attorney Klein has closed down due to unlawful 

and irresponsible business practices since he 

took office in January.  

The Franklin County Environmental Court 

issued the order after the City Attorney filed a 

complaint for preliminary and permanent 

injunctive relief against the establishment that 

caused nearly 150 police runs for property 

damage, fights, disturbances, suspicious 

persons, trespassers, open container violations, 

public intoxication, persons with weapons, and 

assault and batteryðincluding an eyewitness account of a High Five employee holding a 

victim against the store window as an assailant stabbed the victim with a pair of hedge 

clippers.  The judge, declaring that the City of Columbus ñhas established by clear and 

convincing evidence that the [High Five] presents a threat of irreparable harm to the 

community due to the history of alcohol violations and acts of violence,ò ordered the carryout 

boarded up on July 13, 2018. 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻŶŎŜǊ ǘŜǎǝƳƻƴȅΣ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘ CƛǾŜ {ǇƛŎŜ 
9ƳǇƻǊƛǳƳ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ-ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ 
ŀƭƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ Ǌǳƴǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǊŜŎƛƴŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎŜǎ 
ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ²ŜƛƴƭŀƴŘ tŀǊƪΣ 
ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ ²ŜǎǘΣ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ 
±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ CƛƊƘ-ōȅ-bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘΦ 

https://octf.franklincountyohio.gov/CRNR-OCTF-website/media/Documents/2017%20Opiate%20Action%20Plan/2017-Opiate-Action-Plan-Web.pdf
https://octf.franklincountyohio.gov/CRNR-OCTF-website/media/Documents/2017%20Opiate%20Action%20Plan/2017-Opiate-Action-Plan-Web.pdf
https://www.addictionpolicy.org/
https://adamhfranklin.org/
https://adamhfranklin.org/
https://deterrasystem.com/faq/
http://www.swaco.org/196/Pharmaceutical
http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/
http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/


5 

bŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ bƻǘŜǎ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ Ŝ-ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦΥ 

/ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ /ƛǘȅ !ǧƻǊƴŜȅ 

½ŀŎƘ YƭŜƛƴ 

тт bƻǊǘƘ CǊƻƴǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 

/ƻƭǳƳōǳǎΣ hƘƛƻ понмр 

tƘƻƴŜ смпΦспрΦтоур 

CŀȄ смпΦспрΦсфпф 
ǿǿǿΦŎƻƭǳƳōǳǎŎƛǘȅŀǧƻǊƴŜȅΦƻǊƎ 

Lƴ ¢Ƙƛǎ LǎǎǳŜΥ 

 

{ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ¦Ǉ 

bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ CƻŎǳǎ 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !Ŏǝƻƴ 

bŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ bƻǘŜǎ 

aŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀũ 

!ǳƎǳǎǘ нлму 

9ŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ {ǇǊƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ hƘƛƻ 

/ƘŀƴƴŜƭ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ /ƛǘȅ 

!ǧƻǊƴŜȅ YƭŜƛƴϥǎ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ǇǊŜǎǎ 

ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ {ǘŀǘŜ wŜǇΦ 

5ŀǾƛŘ [ŜƭŀƴŘ ό5-/ƻƭǳƳōǳǎύ ŀǎ 

ǘƘŜȅ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ƻǇǇƻǎƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ !ƳΦ {ǳōΦ IΦ.Φ 

ннуΣ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜ ōƛƭƭ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜǊƻŘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘϥǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǊǳƭŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΦ 

{ŜƴƛƻǊ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ /ƛǘȅ !ǧƻǊƴŜȅ {ǳǎŀƴ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ 

ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀ ŘƻȊŜƴ ƻǊ ǎƻ ŀǧƻǊƴŜȅǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ōƛǇŀǊǝǎŀƴ 

ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ōȅ ¦Φ{Φ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊǎ wƻō 

tƻǊǘƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ {ƘŜǊǊƻŘ .Ǌƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ 

ƛŘŜƴǝŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ Ŭƭƭ ŀ ǾŀŎŀƴŎȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

¦Φ{Φ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ hƘƛƻΦ  

{ǳǎŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ !ǧƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ ƻŶŎŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ нллмΣ 

ŬǊǎǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ Ŏƛǘȅ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ 

ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜǎ ƛƴ ƭŀōƻǊ 

ŀƴŘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƭŀǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǾƛƭ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ 

/ƛǘȅ !ǧƻǊƴŜȅ YƭŜƛƴ ǿŀǎ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ōȅ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴ 

/ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊ aŀǊƛƭȅƴ .Ǌƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ 

ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ŘƻȊŜƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ 

ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŦƻǊ {ŀǾŜ [ƛǾŜǎ [ƛƴŘŜƴΣ 

ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǝƴƎ 

ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǎǳǎŜΦ  !ǧŜƴŘŜŜǎ 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƴŀƭƻȄƻƴŜΣ 

Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŘǊǳƎ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŀƭ ōŀƎǎΣ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 

ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƴŜƭƛǎǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ 

ƻǇƛŀǘŜ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 

http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/
http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/
https://www.ohiochannel.org/?1
https://www.ohiochannel.org/?1
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bŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ bƻǘŜǎΦΦΦŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ tŀƎŜ р 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ Ŝ-ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦΥ 

/ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ /ƛǘȅ !ǧƻǊƴŜȅ 

½ŀŎƘ YƭŜƛƴ 

тт bƻǊǘƘ CǊƻƴǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 

/ƻƭǳƳōǳǎΣ hƘƛƻ понмр 

tƘƻƴŜ смпΦспрΦтоур 

CŀȄ смпΦспрΦсфпф 
ǿǿǿΦŎƻƭǳƳōǳǎŎƛǘȅŀǧƻǊƴŜȅΦƻǊƎ 

Lƴ ¢Ƙƛǎ LǎǎǳŜΥ 

 

{ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ¦Ǉ 

bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ CƻŎǳǎ 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !Ŏǝƻƴ 

bŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ bƻǘŜǎ 

aŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀũ 

!ǳƎǳǎǘ нлму 

/ƛǘȅ !ǧƻǊƴŜȅ YƭŜƛƴ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ 

/ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ 

ŀ ǊƻǳƴŘǘŀōƭŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 

¦Φ{Φ {ǳǊƎŜƻƴ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 

WŜǊƻƳŜ !ŘŀƳǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ 

Ƙƻǿ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 

ŀŎǊƻǎǎ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǘƻ 

ǘŀŎƪƭŜ ƛƴŦŀƴǘ ƳƻǊǘŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƻƛŘ ŜǇƛŘŜƳƛŎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŀƘŜŀŘΦ 

/ƛǘȅ !ǧƻǊƴŜȅ YƭŜƛƴ ǿŀǎ 

ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

/ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

tƻƭƛŎŜ DǊŀŘǳŀǝƻƴ 

/ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ мнфǘƘ 

ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ 

ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƘŜ 

ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŀƊŜǊ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ 

/ƛǘȅ !ǧƻǊƴŜȅΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ 

ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŦŀǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŀǎ ƴŜǿƭȅ 

ǎǿƻǊƴ-ƛƴ ƻŶŎŜǊǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎΦ 

/ƛǘȅ !ǧƻǊƴŜȅ YƭŜƛƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŀǎ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ 

ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƻǳǊ tƻƭƛŎŜ [ŜƎŀƭ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊǎ WŜũ 

CǳǊōŜŜ ŀƴŘ 5Ŝŀƴŀ [ŜƉŜǊ ƛƴ 

ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ молǘƘ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ 

ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ 

http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/
http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/





